
, The Clinton administration took a 
series ;6f steps yesterday to secure 
! any documents or other records re- 
; lating to a possible U.S. government 
role in two deaths allegedly ordered 
by a Guatemalan colonel who was a 
: CIA informer. White House officials 
i said/;:^ '^* *, 

. » The actions came after Rep. Rob- 
. ert G. Torricelli (D-NJ.) informed 
; the White House and the Justice De- 
f ’partment of allegations by an anony- 
mous employee of . the National Se- 
curity Agency that the Army and the 
i NSA may have known about the two 
i murders when they occurred. Ac- 
; cording to the allegations, the Army 
\ may have been involved in the mur- 
ders and both agencies were trying 
• to conceal their roles by shredding 



doaiments. : 

President Clinton ordered the In- 
telligence Oversight Board, a sub- 
committee of an independent adviso- 
ry 'group, to do “a government-wide 

* review of any and all aspects of the 

* allegations 1 ' surrounding the two 
'.deaths in question “as well as [of] 

; any related matters,* a senior White 
» House official said. . . 

, 3 The board is expressly charged 
with reporting on any intelligence 
activities that may be unlawful or » 
. contrary to presidential orders, 
r In response to the allegations that 
documents were being destroyed, 
national security adviser Anthony 
Lake issued an order that all govern- 
ment agencies must preserve any 
’related documents. At the request of 
[the Justice Department, the FBI 

• opened a probe into the allegations, 

• and FBI officials contacted the NSA. 

- A senior Justice Department offi- 
cial said “all necessary steps have 
; beei^ taken to ensure the security of 
‘the premises* at the NSA headquar- 

« • •• • • m 



ters in Fort Meade, Md., where doc- 
uments allegedly were being de- 
stroyed. NSA inspector general 
Francis Newton said he too would 
probe the matter in conjunction with 
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by female officers . 
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• -his counterparts at the CIA and the 
Defense Department. 

The multiple probes raised the 
' prospect of a broad government inqui- 
ry into U.S. actions during the 1980s 
-and early 1990s to assist the Guate- 
malan military in waging a war 
i against a leftist peasant insurgency. 

; More than 100,000 Guatemalan citi- 
zens perished in the war amid repeat- 
ed allegations of human rights abuses. 

* One of those killed was a U.S. citi- 
zen, Michael Devine, who ran an inn 
hi rural Guatemala and may have 
been slain because he stumbled 
Across information that was embar- 
rassing to the Guatemalan military. 
The second was a guerrilla fighter, 
Efraim Bamaca Velasquez, married to 



a U.S. lawyer, Jennifer Harbury, who 
conducted two hunger strikes to pres- 
sure Washington for information 
about her husband's death. 

/ Torricelli last week disclosed the 

CIA’s links to a Guatemalan officer 
believed responsible for the two mur- 
ders, Col. Julio Roberto Alpirez. The 
agency paid Alpirez $44,000 in 1992 
after it had obtained evidence linking 
him to Devine’s death, a decision that 
is among several matters being inves- 
tigated by the CIA inspector general. 

The new probes appear likely to go 
well beyond what the CIA knew or 
did, to include any documents in the 
hands of the Army or other intelli- 
gence agencies about the U.S. mili- 
tary’s extensive assistance to the 
Guatemalan military before 1990. 
Washington cut off such direct aid af- 
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